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Pastor s Page February, 2012
IDear brothers and sisters in Christ, I
- Right off the top, I will tell you that what follows is not original work by

-me. I discovered it in my devotions and it spoke powerfully to me, and so .
|I share it with you. |

| We are coming onto the season of Lent. Lent is a time to examine our- |
:selves and to prepare for Easter. Thinking and praying about how for-
. giveness does or does not fit into our lives is essential. '
i Blessings, |
i Pastor Ed I
i A Rusty Nail i
i Written by Eric Reynolds :
I
| “Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin against us.” (Luke 11:14)
: Imagine you’re doing work on a deck and you fall on a rusty nail. It’s a
I small puncture but you keep working. Meanwhile, anaerobic bacteria begin to |
| metabolize and cause infection. You don’t treat it and soon you have lockjaw, |
: facial spasms, difficulty swallowing, and muscle rigidity. You start to get full :
Ibody spasms and they continue for weeks until one day you die...if 'you don’t |
| treat it. I

1 Sin is the same way. It loves to fester in a grudge. The puss and poison of
: bitterness will eat away at your soul and enslave you... if you don’t treat it.

| . . )

: But treating it is hard. It’s open-heart surgery. We feel justified in our
g p gery J

| grudges! We think our bitterness is warranted and our rage is necessary for |

lgrudg g ry !

i justice. Justice? Consider our Lord Jesus Christ: |

i He was crushed for our iniquities. I
i He took up our pain. I
i He bore our suffering.

i He was stabbed for our sin.

i His punishment brings us peace.
i His wounds heal us. I
- We receive unwarranted forgiveness every day. We must also give it. The :
- giving and receiving are two in one. Love God and your neighbor by accept- -
| ing forgiveness and also forgiving. Recall the people who have hurt you. |
- Have you forgiven them? Reach back in your memory to your childhood and I

- ask, “Does hate still linger there?”

Don’t listen to the voice that tells you, “Things are fine, let’s move I
| on.” Search your heart. Ask the Holy Spirit to search you as well. Uproot and |
I 1 kill the weeds of hate in your soul and humble yourself before God and man.

i Ask for forgiveness and be made new right now.

- Lord, I understand that my salvation is not fair. You forgave me when I did
- not deserve it. And so, as I have been forgiven, so I must forgive. Holy Spirit, |
| help me give up my grudge. Draw out the poison from my heart. In Jesus’

- name I rebuke the unclean spirits in my heart and confess I have allowed

- them to fester. I repent and ask that you Lord Jesus to make me new. Cleanse |
| me oh God from all unrighteousness. I trust you to heal and cleanse me and |
i praise you for being the Great Physician. Amen.

TLC Circle,

Your support helps the Community Cancer Center make a difference in

cancer care. Thank you for your generous gift to the Community Cancer

center Foundation. The Center is committed to our local community and

provides treatment, support services, and cancer education to patients,

their families and the community. All gifts made to the Foundation are

used to benefit the Cancer Center and the community we serve. Please

accept our sincere appreciation for your contribution of the prayer shawls

for the patients. The Foundation is indeed fortunate to have supporters

like you. Your generosity enables us to change lives for the better through :

our programs and services. Barbara J. Nathan
Executive Director

2-13 Ethan Bruning
2-14 Jeremy Mosier

2-02 Harlan Bottles
2-03 Leona Meyers

2-04 Harry Kline
2-04 Jeff Copley
2-06 Tim Bratcher
2-06 Drew Kline
2-07 Lacey Howard
2-08 Eljean Dean

happy anniversary
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2-15 Betty Wilson
2-15 Jane Poppe
2-16 Cory Sinnott
2-18 Mark Wade
2-21 Al Provasi
2-21 Terri Caldwell
2-21 Josh Mosier

2-10 Roger & Oleda Woodrey
2-12 Harlan & Carol Bottles
2-17 Brent & Michelle Jackson



http://powertochange.com/blogposts/author/ericr/

Calling All Married Folks

Do you want to learn the secrets of a
healthy marriage? Please join us for
“"Date Night and Dessert” as we
view and discuss the “"ABC’s of a Healthy
Marriage”, a video presented by Jill and
Mark Savage. Jill is the founder of
Hearts at Home.

R

Saturday, Feb. 18th at 6:00 P.M. in the Church Sanctuary

Child care provided by LFUPC confirmation class.
Please contact one of your Deacons with any questions.

LAMBS

J (Living As My Bible Says)

¥\ Children under 5 years of age are encouraged to

grab their parents and/or grandparents and
come out for a special night tfogether on Wed.,
Feb. 15th from 6-6:45 pm. The fun will include a
special craft, snack, game and Bible story!

For more information please contact LAMBS Co-Coordinators:

Wendy Brent (awbrent@frontier.com) and Corey Owens
(coreysev@hotmail.com).

L)

Little Learners is accepting applications
for Fall 2012. If your child will be 3 years
old by September 1st of this year, please
contact the church office for an application.
We also have a limited number of spaces
available in the Pre-K class.

If questions call Marca Fleener 217-840-5534.
Enrollment will open to the general public on February 1st.

Dear Church Members,

| want to thank you for the lovely poinsettia. It is very beautiful. |
had it in my apt. then moved it to the hall where it is cooler, That
way others can enjoy it too. | sure miss seeing all of you. Thanks

again and God Bless all of youl! Lucille Gross

Thank you so very much for the beautiful poinsettia and the basket of
goodies. We appreciated them very much!
Roger and Oleda Woodrey

Dear friends,

| wish to thank you {:orFixing agreat dinner?o”owing this funeral, also
the flowers were beautiful. T hank you for ca”ing on (Gene in the
nursing home and for the prayer shawl. T hank you so much.

Jane, David, Ponnie, Mark and Deb Owens

The flowers were so beautiful...all her favorite colors. Jessica took them
home with her. Thanks for the wonderful gifts of food, cards and prayers
that arrived all week. We love and appreciate you all and your help
through family crisis. God bless you!

The family of Edna Mae (Polly) Norton

N TLC Circle,
. My family wants to thank you for the adorable
__/ blanket we received in the NICU at St. Johns. It
1 was such a nice surprise for me the first time I

) was able to visit my daughter, Lydia. It will be
- »‘\1 something we will treasure forever. Thanks again!
s = Levi, Jenna & Lydia V.

Dear TLC Circle,

Thank you so much for the prayer shawl. It was just what we needed and

was very comforting. We also thank you for all your prayers for our family.
In Christian love, ~ &hirley Owens Fsch


http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=hand+in+hand&view=detail&id=7D263E32F81685BFB2BE4833FC057852C57028E6&first=361&FORM=IDFRIR

Enc“css BUZZ Fcbruary, 2012 and are guided bg [His love. On several occasions

the students h t doutt thers.
Love, the theme for the month of Februaryl The ¢ srcents nave stepped ot to seive others A

few of the kids were involved with baking and
season for canc{g hearts, Valentine’s Dag cards and red % t iaswered wit mng

decorating cakes for LeRog Manor, simP19 to honor

(God and serve Christ. T he group, inc}uding their
mentors, traveled to SaFe }“larbor on Fridag,

roses is upon us. ] recentlg visited Miss Ash]ey’s Lit’cle
| _earners classroom of children (3 years of age) and

asked them these questions, “What is love?” and “[ow

Jan. 27, to share [is love with our neighbors in
do you show love?” ] was touched not 01119 bg their an-
B]ooming’con. T his mission allowed the Houth and

but by th t pure, gentl h given t ¢
swers but by the sweet, pure, gentie approach given to g adults to discover the selfless actoxcgivingGod’s

deliver their thoughts. f the kids took
crvertherthougnts Man9 oreras tookona & love awag! And we know...it is too goocl to keep to
sheepish grin as they shared, “love is when you give hugs

ourselves!

and kisses” (Beckctt} and “my mom is love because she ::
% f:or Gocl’s gloryJ
givcs me hugs (Addison). Ot}ﬁers thoug}wt about ways : Kerri
theg show love) “Give my mom and dad my tecldg % Director of Student Ministries
little boy answered both questions with one simple
’ | i Mark Your Calendars

Retreat: Confirmation students and mentors will be attending a retreat
at Living Springs In Lewistown, IL Feb. 3- 4. We will meet at 5 pm on
After hearing the responses from the children, | «%g Friday and return on Saturday at 11 am.

searchecl my soul for my own answer and thought about

answer “I’mugs!” Uorclan). These children have a great %

sense of not onlg love} but how we can show it to others!

Courageous: LeRoy United Methodist Men announce a special screen
o 7 of the movie “COURAGEOUS” on Sunday February 12, 2012 at 6 pm at
in different way. T o melove haPPC”S when you give it % the LeRoy Princess Theater. This free showing will allow you to see
this great Christian movie on the big screen! A free will offering will be

taken to support the LeRoy Food Pantry and LeRoy Benevolent
' Fund. Concessions will be available for purchase! Questions? Call

onto others. [t also can be defined as selfless. Futting % Kevin at 309-261-7334.

others needs before our own. Tome, this is lovel!

Jesus. Mﬂ answer to these questions is similar but yet

away. lt is not somcthing that can be stored up inside

you because it will fade or dim, but must be released

% Ash Wednesday Service: There will be an Ash Wednesday service in

| feel so blessed to work with the amazing group of
the Sanctuary at 7:00 p.m. on Wednesday, February 22.

% bear” (Mattic) and “C]ean my room” (Chasc). One
students trave]ing on the (Confirmation Joumegl ;
" g&» Confirmation will be Sunday April 1st at 9:30 a.m. There will be a
combined 9:30 a.m. service that day. The service will be followed by a

celebration meal.

Eﬁ» T hese kids are open to the work of the Holy SPiri’C



CHURCH OFFICERS Called to Serve Sundays in February 2012
. 8:30 a.m.
Elders: Commlttee WORSHIP
Dennis MCCOfmiCk Administration Feb 5 Feb 12 Feb 19 Feb 26
Dennis Mennenga Administration ACCOMPANIST Mary Mary Mary Mary
Eric Mennenga Administration Sigler Sigler Sigler Sigler
Jan Owens Christian Education LAYREADER Rick Dennis Amanda Steve
Linda Ramsey Christian Education Kline Mennenga Hill Myers
Trish Larkin Christian Education USHER/ Misty Danna Gerald & Kim &
Shirley Chancellor Mission & Outreach GREETERS Hudson Sanders Lana Thomas
Sara Nichols Mission & Outreach Mary Ella Rick Moore Gooding Myers
Mary Sigler Worship & Music Mennenga
Linda Marcum Worship & Music NURSERY Betty Mary Ella Danna Brett
. , Garee Mennenga Sanders Hill
Naomi Chaplin Clerk of Session Bruce & fan Gerald & Dennis &
Session meets on February 8. Session Minutes are available, COMMUNION Rick Kline Owens Lana Mary Ella
after approval, in the office and on the Church web site SERVERS Kim Myers Goodi Marv L
o Steve Myers Teresa ooding ary Lou
(www.leroypresbyterian.info). Miller Darrin Flegel
Walker
Deacons: Deacon of the Month 1030 2
W - WORSHIP Feb 5 Feb 12 Feb19 | Feb 26
ary tlla vMiennenga ebruary Londa Janice Mary Janice
Adam Brent December ACCOMPANIST Holoch Trachsel Sigler Trachsel
Tim Sigler November N LeR
Lana Goodin SPECIAL ursery eroy
9 March MUSIC Eric Sunday Choir Barbershop
Class of 2013 Myers School Class Chimes Quartet
Bobbi Ready July
Beverly Burcham October Naomi Naomi Naomi Naomi
Josh Mosier January 2013 LAYREADER Chaplin Chaplin Chaplin Chaplin
Teresa Miller September USHER/ Beverly Brian & Dean & Gary &
Class of 2014 GREETERS Burcham Mason Sara Janet
Janet Brent June Sggg' Cordray Nichols Brent
Misty Hudson August At 4 i Wond Bt
: : Ma NURSERY nita arissa endy atti
-}22 III/?;::'Z Apr)ill Norton Larkin Brent Welander
ACOLYTE Sarah Bree Mason Jacob
Welander Cordray Cordray Holoch
Randy Adam Tim
gf‘?’l?ﬁrgAY Feb 4 Feb 11 Feb 18 Feb 25 gglg"\'l\leg‘go” Sigler Gary & Janet Brent Sigler
10:30 Service Linda Brent Bobbi Phyliis
ACCOMPANIST Londa Londa Londa Ramsey Randy Sigler Ready Bruce
Holoch Holoch Holoch Naomi Tracey Jim
COMMUNION Jane Chaplin Holoch Welander
Owens




JANUARY ATTENDANCE

Sunday Dates Sat. 8:30 10:30 Total
January 1 96 96
January 8 7 52 67 126
January 15 17 59 49 125
January 22 8 62 51 121
January 29 11 78 89
Averages 11 63 66 111

§ ””“””’“”H”Kiix“ﬁéiX‘L’E‘EEB‘&‘%%’%‘%&””WWW@
5| Income e
E Contributed Support $ 14,315.74 3
5 Trust & Endowment Income 3,000.00 c
E Interest/Dividends 85.35 3
2 $ 17,401.09 |c
°| Budgeted Expenses (28,343.78) |3
é Net Income/Loss ($ 10,942.69) é

NN NANNANNANNANNANANANANNANANANNANNNNNN NN

CHURCH STAFF

Church Phone: (309) 962-5011
Website: leroypresbyterian.info

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday through Friday 8:30 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.

PASTOR EDO6S OFFI CE HOURS
Tues, Wed, & Fri 10 a.m. - Noon

KERRI 6S OFFI CE HOURS
Mon, Wed & Th 8:30 - 3:00; Tues 9:00 - 5:00

Pastor EdOos Cell Phone: -685-2763
Pastor -Malds E edward.loper@gmail.com
Kerri Cordray, Dir.of Student Ministries kcordray.fupc@gmail.com
Jill Self & Rita Vollmer, Secretaries  leroyfupc.church@frontier.com
Marca Fleener, Pre-School Director dandymarca@gmail.com
Rita Vollmer, Treasurer rvollmer@hughes.net
Ashley Sigler, Nursery Coordinator (309) 838-4029
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CE is sponsoring an all-church family
bowling afternoon on Sunday, Feb. 12th
from3 5 at Mustang Sa

7
D
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)
We will need a head count, so please sign up A\?
on the bulletin board in the hallway as soon Vo)
as possible. @,
/%‘"\\/'_)*/%"\Q /%J"\\J:)’/%J"\Q /%7"\@/%"\6

LANDON HOWARD BENEFIT

Volleyball Tournament

WHEN: March 30th and 31st
WHERE: Replex Center, LeRoy
DETAILS: $100 per team

Volunteers are needed to keep teams organized, concessions, etc.
Contact Dennis Mennenga for more information or to sign up
962-5131 or 825-5017

Pancake and Sausage Breakfast
Saturday, Feb. 25, 2012
7:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Proceeds will support Youth Mission Trip to New Port, TN.
Ticket Information: All you can eat!!
Adults:  $6.00
Kids 5-12: $3.00
Kids 4 and under: Free.
Advanced tickets are now available by calling
the church office 962-5011. Leave your name, |
phone number, and number of child and
adult tickets you need.




St. Jude Heroes ,L

St. Jude Childrens
Research Hospltal

[N

Run For a Reason'.

We invite you to support St. Jude Children's Research Hospital in honor of Landon
Howard and his family by becoming part of our team, Landon's Dragon Slayers. We
invite you to participate in either the half marathon or 10K at the upcoming Christie
Clinic Illinois Marathon Series on April 28, 2012. If you are not a seasoned runner,
don't count yourself out. Last year several people participated in the 10K, some who
had never done any kind of race or running at all and they all finished. You can also
join our team by participating in the 5K which is held on April27, 2012. Signing up as
part of Landon's Dragon Slayers requires a $25 donation. You will then be listed as a
team member, a St. Jude Hero and get your own St. Jude Heroes website to spread the
word and ask for donations. Our team goal is currently at $1500 and we are

already at $950! Every sponsor and donation on the individual pages will be reflected
on our team page and in our team goal.

As a St. Jude Hero, your efforts will inspire hope in children who are battling cancer
and other catastrophic childhood diseases. If you do not wish to participate, we encour-
age you to considering making a donation to Landon's Dragon Slayers.

To register for the event of your choice at the Illinois Marathon, go to the following
site: http://www.illinoismarathon.com/ There is a registration tab and it can all be done
online if you wish or you can print and mail your registration form.

Landon's Dragon Slayers can be found at the following site:
http://www.stjudeheroes.org/

You can click on Find your Event, Find Team and then enter our team name,
Landon's Dragon Slayers.

On this page, you click on Join This Team or
donate now and it will take you through the steps.

Please feel free to ask us if you have any
questions. Remember, you must register for an
event at the Illinois Marathon before joining
Landon’s Dragon Slayers as a team member.

We look forward to a meaningful run in April!

Thanks to Landon and his family for inspiring
others to make a difference!

Corey Owens & Wendy Brent

is in need of small trinket toys for e T
their Treasure Box Incentive Program. @it K4
Suggestions include: %CD.
Beanie Babies, etc. Your help would be é
appreciated! e

Y

(Living In Faith Everyday,
Is open for anyone available each e

9:30 ar8ring your coffee mug and Bibl
‘ /Fi into God's Wagdther we will read, stuc

cuss, share and encourage.

"

Please contact Cyndee Sinnott or Ker
information.

The secretgries make every effort to be here:
Wlnter |S upqn ugom 8:30 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. However :
hurch o

closed in extreme weather, particularly on days when school is closed.

Hffice may open late, close early or be

*%**%*%*%**%*%**%*%*

% Greetings from Florida
4 A postcard (on bulletin board) was received from Rt
A& and Francis Smith wishing us all a Happy New YegH

T T
TETTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTT

New singers and instrumentalists are
ALWAYS welcome to join the Praise Team
at the 8:30 services!

Contact Mary Sigler if you can join.




Deacon of the Month: Mary Ella Mennenga

Sign Ministry for February: Mary Ella Mennenga

February

10:30 AM  Worship Service

STRATION MEETING

29 30 31 1 2 3 4
8:30 AM  Combined Worship Service 3:15PM The LEAP 9:30 AM LIFE Session Item Deadline 9:00 AM MISSION & 5:00 PM  Worship
9:30 AM  ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL 8:00 PM  AA Meeting OUTREACH MEETING Service
MEETING
9:30 AM  Sunday School
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
8:30 AM  Worship Service 3:15PM The LEAP 9:30 AM LIFE 8:00 PM  AA Meeting 5:00 PM  Worship
9:30 AM  Sunday School 6:00 PM WORSHIP & Service
10:30 AM  Worship Service MUSIC MEETING
7:00 PM SESSION
MEETS
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
8:30 AM  Worship Service 3:15PM The LEAP 9:30 AM LIFE 8:00 PM AA Meeting 5:00 PM  Worship
9:00 AM LeRoy Manor Service 6:00 PM LAMBS (Living Service
9:30 AM  Sunday School As My Bible Says)
10:30 AM  Worship Service 6:30 PM DEACON'S
: VALENTIN:pu i
Date Night & Dessert
3:00 -5:00 PM DAY
Bowling at Mustang S
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
8:30 AM  Worship Service 6:00 PM CE MEETING 3:15PM The LEAP 9:30 AM LIFE 3:30PM TLC Newsletter Deadline 7:00 AM 9 11:00 AM
9:30 AM  Sunday School 7:00 PM Ash Wed. 8:00 PM  AA Meeting Pancake & Sausage
10:30 AM  Worship Service Service Fundraiser
PRESI DEI
DAY ASH 5:00 PM  Worship
Service
. WEDNESDAY
No Little Learners
26 27 28 29 1 2 3
8:30 AM  Worship Service 3:15PM The LEAP 9:30 AM LIFE 8:00 PM AA Meeting 5:00 PM  Worship
9:30 AM  Sunday School 7:00 PM ADMINI- Service




